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Kate’s grandmother was a tough-witted advocate of women’s rights and a pioneer 
teacher. When she was invited to participate in a teaching project with a primary 
school deep in an Appalachian hollow, her grandma took Kate along. From an affluent 
suburb of Dayton, Ohio, they twisted and turned along lonely state highways until 
they arrived in another world, deep in the Appalachian Mountains. To describe that 
trip as an odyssey is no exaggeration!  
 
Then, over thirty years later, circumstances were such that in the middle of the first 
COVID lockdown, Kate found herself sitting in her living room in Switzerland making 
music online in a circle of bluegrass and folk musicians writing for social justice 
based in the hills of North Carolina. The sounds and emotions of that trip with her 
grandmother so long ago came rushing back, making home and family suddenly feel 
not so far away at all. 
 

Artist Bio: 

 

Just Pearls sings of the tiny pearls in our daily lives which we find if we can just look 

closely enough. Full of energy and humor, reflective and sensitive, she brings us 

simple, pleasant, catchy melodies with a hint of jazz and a touch of blues, making us 

laugh and cry while never taking life or herself too seriously. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iwMthWjCkIS_UHcR_07sFsszbFArIq02?usp=sharing
https://www.music-promotion.ch/de/ProductDetail?pid=17214362
https://mx3.ch/t/1FsL
https://open.spotify.com/track/5xloGafLxAGgFg42G5He16?si=f5844d1f5019462b
https://music.apple.com/ch/album/appalachian-odyssey-single/1620541302
https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=rthfekt0yQQ&feature=share


 

In June of 2022 Kate Siegenthaler, alias Just Pearls, will release her first solo album “Into the 

Evening Mood.” The album has been over ten years in the making, incorporating sounds and 

nuances from her childhood roots in Americana and bluegrass, as well as elements of blues, 

rock and pop. The name is an homage to Kate’s great-grandmother Pearl (Kate’s birth name 

is Katherine Pearl Melnick) and evokes connotations of justice, modesty and minimalism.  With 

Tom Gisler on keys, Dave Jutzi on drums, Philipp Bühlmann on bass, and Serge Christen on 

guitar, the band adds depth and flavor to Kate’s rich storytelling palate. 

 

Kate grew up in the small town of Yellow Springs, Ohio, a town full of art, music, and alternative 

culture.  Graduating from high school early at 16, Kate’s dreams and ambitions led her to 

explore a variety of paths before she landed in the fabulous Mazzive Sound Studios in 

Biel/Bienne in October 2021 to put down the tracks for this album. Music, song and storytelling 

were an early passion which she had put on hold for almost twenty years as she explored 

other realms. She has worked as an equestrian athlete, tutor for refugees, translator and 

teacher, earned advanced degrees in literature, linguistics and teaching, and lived and studied 

in France, Ireland, Burkina Faso, and Peru. At home in Emmental, Switzerland for the last 20 

years, Kate, mother of three, teaches English and French at the Rudolf Steiner School. On 

the journey that has led to the production of this album, she has rediscovered her passion for 

storytelling, music and live performance, exploring new and unknown territory, conquering 

shame and fear on her quest for harmonies and self-expression. 
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